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THE DAIRYMANS DAUGHTER. 


(Concluded from page 364.) 
“& 
VV AS you not soon convinced,” I said, ‘ that 


your salvation must be an act of free, distinguishing 
grace on the part of God, wholly independent of your 
own previous works or deservings ©” 

“‘ Dear Sir, what were my works before I heard 
that sermon, but evil, carnal, selfish, and ungodly ? 


The thoughts of my heart, from my youth upward, 
were only evil, and that continually. And my de- 
servings, what were they, but the deservings of a 
fallen, depraved, careless soul, that regarded nei- 
ther law nor gospel? Yes, Sir, I immediately saw 
that if ever I were saved, it must be by the free mer- 
cy of God, and that the whole praise and honour of 
the work would be his from first to last.” 

‘“¢ What change did you perceive in yourself with 
respect to the world °” 

“ It appeared all vanity and vexation of spirit. 
I found it necessary to my peace of mind to come 
out frem among them and be separate. I gave my- 
self to prayer, and many a precious hour of secret 
delight I enjoyed in communion with God: Often I 
mourned over my sins, and sometimes had a great 
conflict through unbelief, fear, temptation to return 
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back again to my old ways, and a variety of difficul- 
ties which lay in my way. But he, who loved me 
with an everlasting love, drew me by his loving kind- 
ness, showed me the way of peace, gradually strength- 
ened me in my resolutions of leading a new life, and 
taught me that while without him I could do nothing, 
I yet might do all things through his strength.” 

“ Did you not find many difficulties in your situ- 
ation, owing to your change of principle and prac- 
tice °” . 

“Yes, Sir, every day of my life. I was laughed 
at by some, scolded at by others, scorned by ene- 
mies, and pitied by friends. I was called hypocrite, 
methodist, saint, false deceiver, and many more 
names which were meant to render me hateful in the 
sight of the world. But_I esteemed the reproach of 
the cross an honour. I forgave and prayed for my 
persecutors, and remembered how very lately I had 
acted the same part towards others myself. I thought 
also that Christ endured the contradiction of sinners, 
and, as the disciple is not above his Master, I was 

lad to be in any way conformed to his sufferings.” 

“* Did you not then feel for your family at home ?” 

“‘ Yes, that I did indeed, Sir; they were never 
out of my thoughts. I prayed continually for them, 
and had a longing desire to do them good. In par- 
ticular I felt for my father and mother, as they were 
getting into years, and were very ignorant and dark 
in matters of religion.” 

‘* Aye,” interrupted her mother, sobbing “ igno- 
rant and dark, sinful and miserable we were, till this 
dear Bessy—this dear Bessy—Oh ! my heart will 
break—this dear child, Sir, brought Christ Jesus 
home to her poor father and mother’s house.” 

** No, dearest mother, say rather, Christ Jesus 
brought your poor daughter home to tell you what 
he has done for her soul, and, I hope, to do the 
same for yours.” 
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At this moment, the dairyman came in with two 
pails of milk hanging from the yoke on his shoulders. 
He had stood behind the half-opened door for a few mi- 
nutes, and heard the last sentences spoken by his wife 
and daughter. | 

‘* Blessing and mercy upon her,” said he, “ it is 
very true, she would leave a good place of service 
on purpose to live with us, that she might help us 
both in soul and body. Sir, don’t she look very ill? 
I think, Sir, we sha’nt have her here long.” 

** Leave that to the Lord,” said Elizabeth. ‘‘ All 
our times are in his hand, and happy it is that they 
are. I am willing to go; are not you willing, my fa- 
ther, to part with me into Ais hands, who gave me 
to you at first r” 

‘“‘ Ask me any question in the world, but that,” 
said the weeping father. 

‘‘ I know,” said she, “ you wish me to be 
happy.” 

““ I do, I do,” answered he: ‘let the Lord do 
with you and us as best pleases him.” 

I then asked her, on what her present consola- 
tions chiefly depended in the prospect of approach- 
ing death. 

“* Entirely, Sir, in my view of Christ. When I 
look at myself, many sins, infirmities, and imper- 
fections, cloud the image of Christ which I want to 
see in my own heart. But when I look at the Sa- 
viour himself, he is altogether lovely ; there is not 
one spot in his countenance, nor one cloud over all 
' his perfections. 

“* I think of his coming in the flesh, and it re- 
conciles me to the sufferings of the body; for he 
had them as well as I. I think of his temptations, 
and believe that he is able to succour me when I 
am tempted. Then I think of his cross, and learn 
to bear my own. I reflect on his death, and long 
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to die unto sin, so that it may no longer have do- 
minion over me. I sometimes think on his resur- 
rection, and trust that he has given me a part in it, 
for I feel that my affections are set upon things 
above. Chiefly I take comfort in thinking of him 
as at the right hand of the Father, pleading my 
cause, and rendering acceptable even my feeble 
prayers, both for myself, and, as I hope, for my 
dear friends. 

‘“‘ These are the views which, through mercy, I 
have of my Saviour’s goodness; and they have 
made me wish and strive in my poor way to serve 
him, and to labour todo my duty in that state of 
life into which it has pleased him to call me. 

‘“ A thousand times I should have fallen and 
fainted, if he had not upheld me. I feel that I am 
nothing without him. He is all in all. 

“‘ Just so far as I can cast my care upon him, 
TI find strength to do his will. May he give me 
grace to trust him till the last moment! — I do not 
fear death, because I believe that he has taken away 
its sting. And, Oh! what happiness beyond!— 
Tell me, Sir, whether you think I am right. I hope 
I am under no delusion. I dare not look for my 
hope atany thing short of the fulness of Christ. 
When I ask my own heart a question, I am afraid 
to trust it; for it is treacherous, and,has often de- 
ceived me. But when I ask Christ, he answers me 
with promises that strengthen and refresh me, and 
leave me noroom to doubt his power and will to 
save. I am in his hands, and would remain there; 
and I do believe that he will neyer leave nor for- 
sake me, but will perfect the thing that concerns 
me. He loved me and gave himself for me, and I 
believe that his gifts and callings are without re- 
pentance. In this hope I live, in this hope I wish 
to die.” | 











eee STE AS ae Al a itt 9 0 i i 





























% 
- 
. 
q 
4 
5 
»S 
4 
4 
‘ 
“4 
3 
Sa 
Ey 





Pte ca. es an ential a aii 


1 RN Re Ri ln il 


































The Dairyman's Daughter. 413 


I looked around me as she was speaking, and 
thought, ‘‘ surely this is none other but the house 
of God, and the gate of heaven.” Every thing 
appeared neat, cleanly, and interesting. The after- 
noon had been rather overcast with dark clouds, 
but, just now the setting sun shone brightly and 
rather suddenly into the room. It was reflected 
from three or four rows of bright pewter plates and 
white earthen- ware arranged on shelves against the 
wall: it also gave brilliancy to a few prints of sa- 
cred subjects that hung there also, and served for 
monitors of the birth, baptism, crucifixion, and re- 
surrection of Christ. 

A large map of Jerusalem, and an hieroglyphic 
of ‘ the old and new man,” completed the decora- 
tions on that side of the room. Clean as was the 
whitewashed wall, it was not cleaner than the rest 
of the place and its furniture. Seldom had the sun 
enlightened a house, where cleanliness and general 
neatness, (those sure marks of pious and decent po- 
verty,) were more conspicuous. 

This gleam of setting sunshine was emblematical 
of the bright and serene close of this young Chris- 
tian’s departing season. One ray happened to be 
reflected from a little looking-glass upon the face 
of the young woman. Amid her pallid and decay- 
ing features there appeared a calm resignation, tri- 
umphant confidence, unaffected humility, and ten- 
der anxiety, which fully declared the feelings of her 
heart. 

Some further affectionate coversation, and a short 
prayer, closed this interview. 

Once more I received a hasty summons to inform 
me that she was dying. It was brought by a sol- 
dier, whose countenance bespoke seriousness, good 
sense, and piety. ‘I am sent Sir, by the father and 
mother of Elizabeth W——, at her own particular 
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request, to say how much they all wish to sce you, 
She is going home, Sir, very fast indeed.” 

“‘ Have you known her long?” I replied. 

“‘ About a month, Sir; I love to visit the sick, 
and hearing of her ease from a serious person who 
lives close by our camp, I went to see her. I bless 
God that ever I did go. Her conversation has 
been very profitable to my soul.” 

“I rejoice, said I, to see in you, as I trust, a bro- 
ther soldier. Though we -differ in outward regi- 
mentals, I hope we serve under the same spiritual 
Captain. I will go with you.’ 

My horse was soon ready. My military compa- 
nion walked by my side, and gratified me with very 
sensible and pious conversation. He related some 
remarkable testimonies of the gracious disposition 
of the dairyman’s daughter, as they appeared from 
some recent intercourse which he had had with her. 

‘« She is a bright diamond, Sir,” said the soldier and 
will soon shine brighter than any diamond upon 
earth.” 

We passed through lanes and fields, over hills 
and yallies, by open and retired paths, crossing over, 
sometimes following the windings of a little brook 
which gently murmured by the road side. Conversa- 
tion beguiled the distance and shortened the apparent 
time of our journey, till we were nearly arrived at the 
dairyman’s cottage. | 

As we approached it we became silent. Thoughts 
of death, eternity, and salvation, inspired by the 
sight of a house where a dying believer lay, filled my 
own mind, and, I doubt not, that of my companion 
also. 

No living object yet appeared, except it were the 
dairyman’s dog, keeping a kind of mute watch at 
the door ; for he did not, as formerly, bark at my ap- 
proach. He seemed to partake so far of the feelings 
appropriate to the circumstances of the family, as 
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not to wish to give a hasty or painful alarm. He 
came forward to the little wicket gate, then looked 
back at the house door, as if conscious there was 
sorrow within. it was as if he wanted to say, 
“Tread softly over the threshold, as you enter the 
house of mourning ; for my master’s heart is full of 
grief.” 

The soldier took my horse and tied it up in a shed : 
a solemn serenity appeared to surround the whole 
place. It was only interrupted by the breezes pass- 
ing through the large walnut-trees, which stood near 
the house, and which my imagination indulged itself 
in thinking, were plaintive sighs of sorrow. re gently 
opened the door; no one appeared, and all was still 
silent. The soldier followed ; we came to the foot 
of the stairs. 

“They are come, ’’ said a voice, which I knew to be 
the father’s, ‘‘ they are come.” 

He appeared at the top ; I gave him my hand, and 
said nothing. On entering the room above, I saw 
the aged mother and her gon supporting the much 
loved daughter and sister ; the son’s wife sat weep- 
ing in a window-seat with a child on her lap; two or 
three persons attended in the room to discharge any 
office which friendship or necessity might require. 

I sat down by the bed-side. The ‘mother could 
not weep, but now and then sighed deeply, as she 
alternately looked at Elizabeth, and at me. The big 
tear rolled down the brother’s cheek, and testified an 
affectionate regard. The good old man stood at the 
foot of the bed, leaning upon the post, and unable to 
take his eyes off the child whom he was so soon to 
part from. 

Elizabeth’s eyes were closed, and as yet she per- 
ceived me not. But over the face, though pale, sunk, 
and hollow, the peace of God which passeth all un- 
derstanding had cast a triumphant calm. 
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The soldier, after a short pause, silently reached 
out his Bible towards me, pointing with his finger at 
1 Cor. xv. 55, 56.58. I then broke silence by read- 
ing the passage, ‘‘ O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory’ The sting of death is 
sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God which giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

At the sound of these words her eyes opened, and 
something like a ray of divine light beamed on her 
countenance, as she said, “ Victory, victory ! through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

She relapsed ayvain, taking no further notice of any 
one present. 

An Archangel’s trumpet could not have sound- 
ed sweeter or more animating than her words. 

‘* God be praised for the triumph of faith,” I said. 

«« Amen,” replied the soldier. 

The dairyman’s uplifted eye showed that the Amen 
was in his heart, though his tongue failed to utter it. 

A short struggling for breath took place in the dy- 
ing young woman, which was soon over, and then I 
said to her, 

‘“* My dear friend, do you not feel that you are 
supported’” “The Lord deals very gently with me,” 
she replied. ‘‘ Are not his promises now very pre- 
cious to you” “ They are all yea and amen in 
Christ Jesus.” ‘Are you in much bodily pain ©” 
“« So little that I almost forget itr” ‘‘ How good the 
Lord is.” ‘‘ And how unworthy am kh.” “ You 
are going to see him as he is.” “I think I 
hope I believe that I am.” She again fell into 
a short slumber. Looking at her mother, I said, 
‘“‘ What a mercy to have a child so near heaven as 
yours is!” ‘“ And what a mercy,” she replied, in 
broken accents, “‘if her poor old mother might but 
follow her there. But, Sir, it is so hard to part,” 
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‘‘T hope through grace by faith you will soon meet 
to part no more: it will be but a little while.” 

*< Sir,” said the dairyman, “that thought supports 
me, and the Lord’s goodness makes me feel more re- 
conciled than I was.” 

‘* Father-—-—mother,’"————-said the reviving 
daughter, ‘‘ he is good to me--—trust him, praise him 
evermore.” 

* Sir,” added she in a faint voice, ‘‘ I want to 
ask a favour ; you buried my sister will you 
do.the same for mer and let this hymn be sung at 
my grave, 
| ‘ Ah lovely appearance of death,’ &c. 
my brother will show it you.” 

‘ All shall be as you wish, if God permit,” I re- 
plied. 

‘Thank you, Sir, thank you 














I have another fa- 





your to ask for my father and mother. . They are old, 


but I hope the work is begun in their souls My 
prayers are heard———Pray come and see them—~ 
I cannot speak much, but I want to speak for their 
sakes Sir, remember them.”—- 

The aged parents now sighed and sobbed aloud, 
uttering broken sentences, and gained some relief by 
such an expression of their feelings. 

At length I said to Elizabeth, "Do you experi- 
ence any “doubts or temptations on the subject of 
your safety?” 

‘“‘ No, Sir, the Lord deals very gently with me, 
and gives me peace,” 

“‘ What are your views of the dark valley 0 of 
death, now that you are passing through it?’ 

“Tt is not dark.” 

“ Why sor” 

‘5 My Lord is there, and he is my light and sal- 
vation.” : 


“Have you any fears of more bodily suffering >’ 
Vou. IV.—No. VIII. 8G 
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“The Lord deals so gently with me ; I can trust 
him.” 

Something of a convulsion came on. When it 
was .past, she said again and again, | 

‘“‘ The Lord deals very gently with me. Lord, I 
am thine, save me Blessed Jesus precious 























Saviour His blood cleanseth from all sin 
Who shall separate His name wonderful——- 
Thanks be to God He giveth us the victory 


I, even I, am saved 
—— Lord receive my Spirit 
ther, mother, friends, I am going 
well, well 

She relapsed again—We knelt down to prayer— 
It was a precious moment, and the Lord blessed it. 

She did not again revive whilst I remained, nor 
ever spake any more words which could be understood. 
She slumbered for about ten hours, and at last sweet- 
ly fell asleep in the arms of the Lord who had dealt 
so gently with her. 

I left the house an hour after she had ceased to 
speak. I pressed her hand as I was taking leave, and 
said, ‘‘ Christ is the resurrection and the life.” She 
gently returned the pressure, but could neither 
open her eyes nor utter a reply.— 

I never had witnessed a scene so impressive as 
this before. It completely filled my imagination as I 
returned home. 

* Farewell,” thought I, ‘dear friend, till the morn- 
ing of an eternal day shall renew our personai inter- 
_course. “Thou wast a brand plucked from the burn- 
ing, that thou mightest become a star shining in the 
firmament of glory. I have seen thy light, and thy 
good works, and will therefore glorify our father 
which is in heaven. I have seen, in thy example, 
what it is to be a sinner freely saved by grace. If 
have learned from thee, as in a living mirror, who it 





O grace, mercy, and wonder 
Dear Sir, dear fa- 
but all is well, 
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isthat begins, continues, and ends the work of faith 
and love. Jesus is all in all: he will and shall be 
glorified. He won the crown, and alone deserves 
to wear it. May no one attempt to rob him of his 
glory ; he saves, and saves to the uttermost. Fare- 
well, dear sister in the Lord. Thy flesh and thy 
heart may fail, but God is the strength of thy heart, 
and shall be thy portion for ever.” 
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The annunciation of the Birth and Character of 
John the Baptist, to Zacharias. 


Tue punctual and faithful discharge of religious 
duties cannot fail to meet with an ample reward. 
Troublesome as devotional exercises may appear 
to those who have no taste for them, not having 
their senses exercised by reason of use, to discern 
good*, those private Christians and public charac- 
ters, who are most engaged in religious employ- 
ments, find, by experience, that wisdom’s ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace}. 
Independently of the consolation which a good 
man enjoys in the testimony of a sanctified con- 
science, and the corresponding assurance of hope 
arising from the presence of the Spirit of adoption, 
he that waits upon the Lord{, derives increase of 
joy trom each particular discovery made to him, of 
the doctrine of redemption, and of the benefits pur- 
chased and administered by the Mediator Leav- 
ing the principles of the doctrine of Christ, and 
going onunto perfection§, his path is the shining 


light, that shines more and more unto the per fect 
day**, 


* Heb, y. 14, ¢ Prov. iii. 17. + Isa. xl. 31 
§ Heb. vi. 1. ** Proy. iv. 18 
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This is the common privilege of all the saints. 
It belongs, however, in a distinguished sense, to 
those who receive, immediately from heaven, a hew 
revelation, and are employed in opening the ‘doot of 
knowledge, that a greater light may shine upon the 
Church of God. . Such was the case of Zacharias, 
as we find in Luke i. 11—17. He was an old be- 
hever; he received a new revelation; and, under 
the influence of the Spirit of. prophecy, he with ex- 
ultation instructed others. In the discharge of the 
duties of his sacred office, as a priest of the order 
of Ahia, whose lot it was now to offer incense in the 
temple, he received a more abundant evidence of 
the approbation of God, than had ever before been 
vouchsafed to him. 

We shall separately consider the 

Vision with which he was favoured, the 

Emotion which it excited, the 

Encouragement which he received, and the 

Message which was delivered to bim. 

I. The vision. Verse 11. And there appeared 
unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. 

The zncense burned in the services of the Jewish 
temple, consisted of a mixture of sweet spices”. 
No one but a priest was permitted to offer it; and 
whosoever made any like unto it, was punished with 
death. It was offered up morning and evening 
every day, on the golden altar, and two handfuls of 
it were burned before the ark, in the Holy of Ho- 
lies, by the High Priest, on the feast of expiation, 
once a year. It signified the continual intercession 
which the Redeemer makes for us in heaven. 

The “ Altar of Incense” was made of shittim- 
wood, and overlaid with gold, with a carved mould- 


* Exod. xxxvii. 29 





Spiga 


ERE ie se a 


oie. 
sage 











PW Dei BRO? pea Hap Eth ASHES MENS A 




















The birth & character of John the Baptist. 421 


ing of gold around the top of it. The altar of 
burnt-offering stood in the court before the door of 
the sanctuary; but this altar was within the holy 
place, along with the table of shew-bread and the gol- 
den candlestick, and stood between these and the 
vail which enclosed the Holy of Holies. On the 
right side of this golden altar, while Zacharias stood 
ministering before it, with his face toward the Holy 
of Holies, there appeared to him an “ Angel of the 
Lord.” 

Angel is a name, not of nature, but of office. 
It signifies a messenger, and is sometimes applied 
to the ministers of the Gospel, who deliver to sin- 
ners the message of their God; and often to the 
Mediator himself, who is the Messenger of the co- 
venant sent by his Father to redeem and save 
us. But this name is more frequently bestowed 
on those intelligent creatures which exist without 
bodies in a more exalted sphere of action, and in 
possession of a higher order of intellectual pow 
ers than belong to man. Between these holy 
creatures and our fallen race, there can be no com- 
munion, except upon the footing of our redemp- 
tion by Jesus Christ. By him they are sent to mi- 
nister unto”'us ; and therefore are they called an- 
gels. In their agency on earth, those mnistering 
Spirits sent forth to mimster for those who shall 
be heirs of salvation*, usually remain invisible. 
Bodily senses, although delicately formed, cannot 
perceive spirit. When an angel shows himself to 
an eye constructed from atoms of earth, itis by a mi- 
racle. Zacharias was persuaded of this, and ex- 
perienced at the sight a powerful 

Il. Emotion. Verse 12. And when Zachari- 
as saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him. 


* Heb. i. 4. 
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Great wonder is always produced by the sight of 
unknown objects, that have no analogy to any spe- 
cies with which we are familiar; and the emotion 
rises with the rank of the object which communi- 
cates the excitement. Great power every where ex- 
cites admiration. Energy is itself sublime; and 
when enveloped in darkness, it is terrible. ‘* fe 
was troubled,” ‘apax%n, agitated as the water ina 
storm. The word is expressive of that mental com- 
motion which is produced by great, various, and 
contending passions. 

Zacharias stood before the altar of incense, with 
his face toward the vail which separated from view 
the Holy of Holies. The solitariness of the spec- 
tator, concurred with the singularity of the object 
and the solemnity of the place, to produce the ef- 
fect. He was alone inthe sanctuary. ‘‘ The whole 
multitude without” were engaged in silent prayer. 
The sacred music had ceased with the sounds of the 
bell which intimated that the Priest had placed the 
silver censer on the altar, and its last murmurs on- 
ly were heard within. A deep solemnity prevailed. 
The aged minister humbly lifted up his soul to God, 
while the incense ascended from the altar; and the 
light from the several lamps of the golden candle-~ 
stick, mingled with the smoke of the incense, shone 
with a melancholy splendour. He opened his eyes, 
which had been closed by the fervour of devotion, 
and upon the right side of the altar, as if just en- 
tering from behind the vail, an immortal messenger 
from the invisible world stands before him. “ Fear 
Sell upon him.” The light was unexpected, Zacha- 
rias was surprised ; it was novel, he wondered ; it 
was mysterious, he was amazed. It was the effect 
of miraculous power, excited amidst circumstances 
the most solemn, and the venerable Priest trerabled 
with astonishment. But he received 
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III. Encouragement. Verse 13. But the an- 
gel said unto him, fear not, Zacharias, for thy pray- 
er is heard. 

When “ angels,” at the command of our Lord, 
become visible, it is generally in the form of man. 
This is the most familiar likeness which they can 
assume in their ministry to the saints. It is also 
the most honourable. Their Lord, our Redeemer, 
is the Sonof Man. The human voice is also the 
most familiar. The angel Gabriel accordingly made 
use of it in addressing Zacharias. A friendly voice 
is heard with delight in the hour of terror. With 
& sweetness inimitable by mortals, its sounds now 
fell upon the listening ear of the trembling priest. 
It inspired the confidence for which it called, with- 
out diminishing that respect for the vision, which it 
merited. Fear not, Zacharias: thy prayer is 
heard. 

To a pious suppliant, the answer of his prayers 
is the greatest encouragement. Our fainting hearts 
are revived by an assurance, that the desires of our 
souls are accepted of him, unto whom they are hum- 
bly offered, ahd that our petition shall be granted. 

The object of Zacharias’ prayer was definite. 
Let us endeavour to ascertain that object. It is 
added in the text, thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee 
a son. But this is rather a sign for the confirmation 
of his faith, than itself the answer of his petition. 
It is quite improbable, that the man of God, now in 
his advanced years, seeing his wife had passed the 
age of child-bearing, whatever may have been the 
anxiety of his earlier days, was in the habit of ask- 
ing from God, a son to build up his house. The 
incredulity, also, with which he heard this declara- 
tion, confirms the belief that he was resigned to the 
prospect of dying childless. 

As a pious man, Zacharias, no doubt, fervently 
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prayed for the blessings of eternal life, and the 
prosperity of the Church of God. But the text re- 
fers to a more specific object, “ Thy prayer is 
heard.” It was a prayer for the advent of the Sa- 
viour, whom his guilt had rendered necessary, and 
who had been revealed to the Fathers, by suitable 
types, from afar. 

The reasons for adopting this iter naebutian are 
numerous and obvious. ‘The priestly office which 
Zacharias exercised, and the ceremonies in which 
he then ministered, ‘pointed to Messiah. The time 
determined by the Spirit of prophecy for the ap- 
pearance of the Redeemer, was now at hand. ‘“ In 
the days of Herod the king,” who paid tribute to 
the Roman Emperor, (Judea being reduced into 
the form of a province of the Empire,) it was mani- 
fest that the sceptre was nearly departed from Ju- 
dah, and that only the shadow of a lawyiver now re- 
mained in its Sanhedrim. Daniel’s 70 weeks—the 
490 years from the time of the edict of Artaxerxes, 
granted to Ezra for rebuilding Jerusalem,. were 
hastening to a close. The J/oly of Holies of 
the second temple, before which pn ie now 
stood, destitute of the glory which dwelt above the 
mercy-seat in the first temple, excited a fervent 
anxiety, for the advent of him, who, as “the desire 
of all nations,” should, by his personal presence, 
make the glory of this edifice to surpass that of the 
former. ‘The faithful in Israel, fully expected that 
the time was now at hand. Simeon, old as, he was, 
had a revelation, that he should not close his eyes 
in death, until he had scen the Lord’s Christ. An- 
na, also, and many others, waited for the redemp- 
tion of Israel, and expected to see it accomplished 
in Jerusalem. The character, then, of this exem- 
plary priest, prohibits a thought that he would ap- 
pear at this time in the order of his course, before 
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the altar of God, without supplicating for the ap- 
pearanee, in the flesh, of the heir and Lord of Da- 
vid’s throne. The encouragement contained in these 
words, “ fear not: for thy prayer is heard,” we ac- 
cordingly interpret of Jesus Christ. 


(To be continued.) 


=n 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN’S MAGAZINE. 


A REMARKABLE PROVIDENCE. 


S oMETIME in March, a. D. 1811, a pious young 
man of one of the Episcopal Churches in this city, 
said to a young lady, “ there are two poor women, 
who live near me, that are objects of charity. Have 
you any thing to send them: The inquiry was 
enough to move a benevolent heart. The young la- 
dy, who had lately entered into the connubial state, 
sent them, from her own stores, some of the conve- 
niences of life, and soon after visited them in per- 
son. She found two maiden females advanced in 
life, inhabiting a small apartment in a cellar. One 
was afflicted with the slow consumption, and the 
other was under the necessity of devoting her time 
to her apparently dying sister ; so that neither of 
them being able to earn any thing, they were mise- 
rably destitute. The young visitant found them in 
want of all things, but confidence in God and hope 
in his mercy; and as it became one of the followers 
of the benevolent Jesus, took effectual measures to 
provide for the necessities of the afflicted sisters. 


In one of her visits to this abode of misery, the 
Vou. IV.—No. VIII. 3H 
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young lady learned that the persons whom. shi re- 
lieved by her bounty, had once the pleasure of ad- 
ministering relief to the necessitous: Once, they 
were rich ; once they visited the poor, fed the hun- 
gry, and supported the sick; but in the late revolu- 
tionary war between this country and Great-Britain, 
they lost their father, lost their property in the ge- 
neral disorder of the times; and they, when young 
ladies, with their mother, were compelled to keep a 
boarding house for their own subsistence. Some of 
their boarders were soldiers; and one of them, a 
young man from Connecticut, who, in the hard times 
which our fathers saw, with his soldier's pay, never 
paid, was unable to discharge even the bill for his 
board. 

When thus poor he was taken sick, and for five or 
six weeks these reduced young ladies attended upon 
him, gratuitously, with all the kindness which he might 
have expected from the daughters of his mother. 
Without expectation of reward they gave their kind 
attentions to the defender of his native liberty, and 
his country’s rights. Z'hey cast their bread upon 
the waters. 

But who was this soldier? Who was this young 
person that was providentially sent to relieve those 
who had formerly relieved others ? 

It is not expedient to give names. ‘The soldier 
having fought all the battles to which he was ap- 
pointed, has laid aside his armour, and now sleeps 
in Jesus. A son of the soldier is still alive, and the 
young lady is his bosom companion. Y ea, it was the 
good pleasure of God, that the wife of the son of 
the sick soldier should comfort those who comforted 
him. . The aged females have been assisted as many 
months, as they assisted the soldier, weeks. After 
many days the bread, which they cast upon the wa- 
ters, is returned to them. Thev had pity on the 
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poor, and now the Lord, according to his gracious 


obligation, is pleased ¢o pay them the principal with 
interest. 

Reader, go thou and do likewise. Then, should 
you be sick and brought to a piece of bread, may 
the son of some widow, whom you have befriended 
in your more prosperous days, furnish you with a few 
sticks to warm your blasted frame, with a covering 
for your couch, with suitable beverage for your 
parched tongue, and prevent you from saying, 
“ Alas! I die friendless in my native land !” 


——D -|- ie ---- 


Extract from Searle’s Cuaris; or, Reflections 
chiefly upon the office of the Holy Spirit, in the 
salvation of Men. 


eR + Ge 


To mention one point more: The servmg God 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before 
him, all the days of our life, is the sole effect of 
redeeming love, and inseparably connected with 
faith, hope, love, and joy in the Holy Ghost. If 
we have these graces through Chrit, we shall 
strive to commune ever with him, and to copy his 
example ; and we shall and must be unhappy, when 
we decline, whatever be the degree, trom his holy 
fellowship and likeness. The way of holiness is 
the King of Heaven’s high-way of peace and truth ; 
and his people can have no higher delight than to 
walk therein. The paths of the world and the flesh 
are gloomy and eipiiiy and full of dangers and 
distress; but this way of God’s children, far unlike 
“ the hard w ay of transgressors,” is a path of pu- 
rity, in which he walks both with them and in them, 
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and thereby demonstrates himself, often very sens 
bly in their affections and activities, to be their 
God and Father, and themselves to be ‘his reconcil- 
ed and justified children through his adoption and 
grace. The natural man, on the contrary, follows 
his natural reason, and delights in it, and can en- 
dure no instruction, not even what is ordained of 
God, which is not derived from or leads to it. He 
always prefers his own cardle to the sun. But the 
spiritual man, using, as other men, his natural rea- 
son for natural or sensible objects proper for it, de- 
sires a light for his mind, not taint or uncertain like 
his own glimmering spark, but strong and sure as 
God himself; that he may apprehend firmly, what- 
ever is of such deep importance to him as concerns 
his own happiness, and that he may know most 
effectually how it shall be with him, after this tran- 
sient abode upon earth, for innumerable ages to 
come. Of all this he can know and apprehend no- 
thing really and comfortably, but through that Spz- 
vit which searcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God. When we consider, then, all these truths, 
stated as they are in the Scriptures, and confirmed by 
experience from age to age, we may fairly ask, who 
hath carried up, or who could carry up, the soul to 
such heights, to such solid expectations, to such 
** calm sun-shine,” and such “ heart-felt joy,” to 
such invincible faith and unfeigned holiness in life 
and death, as have been so long and so often ex- 
emplified ; but that divine Agent, who hath promis- 
ed it all, and who, in beginning the good work, did 
thereby give an assurance, that he himself would 
carry it on and perfect it to the end? What Bi- 
shop Berkeley once said of the natural world, and 
the various operations of Providence transacting 
upon it, is equally true, at least of the spiritual 
world, and the effects of the Divine Spirit exhibit- 
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ed in it from age to age; that “ we cannot make 
even one single step in accounting for the pheno- 
mena, without admitting the immediate presence 
and immediate action of an INCORPOREAL AGENT, 
who connects, moves, and disposes all things, ac- 
cording to such rules and for such purposes as seem 
good to him*.” 

It may be noticed here, that, though the faith 
of God's people, under the Christian dispensa- 
tion, is, as such, a pure principle solely derived 
fou the Holy Spirit ; ; yet that certainly the faith of 
the ancients, having less evidence in the actual com- 
ing of the Messiah, was more strictly devoid of 
sense, and upon that account, (as one says, ) emi- 
nently “ bold and noble:” because these, “‘ upon 
obscure prophecies and mystical types, raised their 
belief, and expected apparent impossibilities.” But 
the power of God made that belief easy, firm, and 
practicable, which to man, with nothing but the 
force of his own reason and abilities, would for ever 
have been absolutely unattainable. It is almost 
unnecessary to instance the cases of Noah, Abra- 
ham, Joseph, Moses, Daniel, and others, in the va- 
rious occurrences of their lives. 

By way of contrast to this luminous work of 
God, let us, for a moment, bring forward that 
dark shade of the free-will and working of man; 
and we shall find it as cold and dismal, as it is 
gloomy and totally unfit to impart what is necdful 
to us in the present fallen situation of our souls.— 
For, if Faith, as some have asserted, originate from 
human reason, or be nothing more than a “ pecu- 
liar exercise of reason ;” then it depends upon ra- 
tional motives or arguments, or upon that simple 
force, which truth, or perhaps verisimilitude only, 


* Sirie, § 287 
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may Carry as a naked proposition to the mind. Not 
to dwell upon the total repugnancy of this tenet to 
the Scripture, which proves by numerous facts as 
well as descriptions, that the faith of real believers 
is the sole gift of God and the special operation of 
his Spirit ; the consequences, which attend the prin- 
ciple, clearly demonstrate its fallacy or falsehood. 
For, if Faith stood in the wisdom of men, and not 
in the power of God ; if; by argument or the de- 
ductions of reason, it received its birth, its growth, 
its establishment ; by human wisdom or by crafty 
argument, and especially in minds not very able to 
meet difficult or involved discussions, such a faith 
might be easily, and therefore often, overthrown. 
God’s poor and unlearned people, and such is the 
great bulk of them, would be in a terrible plight in 
a circumstance of this kind. But, most happily, 


the fact is, God hath made foolishness the wisdom of 


this world ; and, by the foolishness of preaching, 
he is pleased to save them that believe. To these, 
most truly, Christ is the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God. Moreover, the things ot God are 
spoken with most real advantage, (as g gold requires 
no gilding,) not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth ; tor 
after all, the natural man anime not the things of 
the Spirit of God: they are foolishness unto him, 
neither can he know them, because they are, not na- 
turally, but sPIRITUALLY DISCERNED. He must 
be born again; he must be renewed in the spirit of 
his mind ; he must become a spiritual man ; before 
he can truly understand or receive faithfully spi- 
ritual things. ‘Thus, the proud reason of an uncon- 
verted heart is deeply humbled in this business of 
grace, and is not allowed, being flesh/y and corrupt, 
to comprehend, and much less to glory in, the 
things which lead to the presence of God. 
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Again. If faith stood upon human reason, 
or derived all its energies, acts, and conclusions, 
from human reason, it would be subject to perpe- 
tual doubts, which imply a condition directly oppo- 
site to itsown nature. For, “ Faith, (as Archbishop 
Leighton hath justly observed,) elevates the soul, 
not only above sense and sensible things, but above 
reason itself. As reason corrects the errors that 
sense might occasion, so supernatural faith corrects 
the errors of natural reason, judging according to 
sense*.”’ Faith leads the mind, in its very nature 
and tendency, to certitude, and to gain an establish- 
ment in God's truth beyond all contradiction; but 
reason must be in perpetual controversy upon ob- 
jects, which are not subject to sensation, as spiritual 
things confessedly are not, and can do nothing but 
doubt and dispute upon them, as it hath always 
done from age to age. Hence, the world is full of 
religious controversies, and upon this ground can- 
not be otherwise. We do not reason at all, but 
upon topics of uncertainty; and therefore we must 
necessarily admit, that the word of God is not so 
sure a foundation as it is, when we begin to build 
our doubts upon it. But, since God has revealed 
his truth; where he gives the grace of faith to un- 
derstand and rest upon it, all doubt, and consequent- 
ly all carnal reasonings, should be cast down}, or 
done away; as being opposed to that truth, which 
cannot be mixed with error; and injurious to that 
faith, which is granted for the most firm and implicit 
reliance upon itt. Every believer’s experience will 


* Com. on 1 Pet. i. 8, 9. 

t 2 Cor. x. 5. 

+ In this case,} above all others, nature, saith the learned Cudwort),, 
is not master of art or wisdom: nature is ratio mersa et confusa, reason 
immer sed and plunged into matter, and as it were fuddled in and confounded 
with it.”  Siris. § 255. If reason be weak and incompetent in its energies 
upon natural things, how much more incapable must it be respecting a just 


99 
ce 








eee 
— > 




















eS deat 
> 


439 THE CIIRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


tell him, that, when reasonings prevail, distrust, per- 
plexity, weakness of heart, and perhaps unholiness 
of heart and of life, are struggling most within him ; 
and that he never enjoys a happy fellowship with 
his Saviour, or light and life from the Holy Spirit, 
or is deeply sensible of the love of the Father to- 
wards him, or obtains victory over sin, the world, 
and all that is contrary to God, but when he’ lives 
most clearly by the faith of.the Son of God, and 
can cast all bis welfare with the most entire recum- 
bence upon him. <A merely rational professor has 
no thing to work with but his own fallen nature, and 
nothing to work for but the pride and self- righteous- 
ness of his own deceived heart, which is constantly 
ready to turn him aside. 

When faith is low, Hope must sink in propor- 
tion. And that sort of faith, which is only an- 
other name for reason, can bear no fruit beyond 
its own proper nature. If that faith, then, be found- 
ed in doubt or uncertainty, or depends upon the in- 
constant and mutable exertions of man’s weak and 
fallible mind ; the Hope arising from it will scarce- 
ly deserve so ‘good a name, and may turn out to be 
at last only of that deceitful or deceived kind, call- 
ed the hope of the hypocrite, that perisheth. 

In the absence of Faith and Hope, where can 
Charity, or true Love towards God and man, 
spripg up or appear? This love arises from the 
firm conviction of God's goodness, and from an ar- 
dent desire to show it, In the remembrance of: his 


determination upon objects spiritual and sublime, such as are all the things of 
God? Reason also, (says another author,) is as much a rebel to Faith, as 
Passion is to Reason.” Besides, the course of reason, proceeding from re- 
fiections, which, as they arise from the wavering weakness and misapprehen- 
sion of the human mind, are both uncertain and disunited, must needs be un- 
safe and unsure, in holy things especially. Whereas faith, grounded in its 
principle upon the sole truth and power of God, cannot be mistaken, unless 
Godis. So far, then, is faith from superstitious fanaticism, that it is the very 
death of all reveries and fancies in matters of religion. 
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mercy. It is possible, that a man may be humane, 


and mild, and benevolent; but all this kindness of 


temper, (desirable as it is,) must be upon natural 
principles, worldly motives, or worldly ends, if it 
proceed not from the grace of God. He cannot 
heartily love God, nor desire to glorify him, nor 
work for the spiritual benefit of men, nor be employ- 
ed, with a single eye and a simple heart, upon the 
momentous objects of his own salvation, by any 
powers of his own fluctuating reason, or without some 
latent considerations terminating in carnal ease, in- 
terest, or glory. Such a man, having no faith, or 
hope, or love, but from his own depraved mind, 
cannot possibly serve God without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before him* ; because he lives 
upon probabilities only at the best, and, possibly to 
him, mere fallacies, speculations,,or delusions, re- 
sulting from his own varying and imperfect appre- 
hensions. If he cannot live upon some certain 
grounds, or without faithless fear, he must be op- 
pressed with anxiety and torment, if he has feeling ; 
and,if he have no feeling, he must be involved in 
the darkness of unbelief, practical atheism, or that 
sort of despair, which leads to carelessness and in- 
difference, or to all “‘ wretchlessness of unclean liv- 
ing.” The pleasures and delights of faith, and hope, 
and charity, and the things which accompany sal- 
vation, are out of the question with such a man. 
And he will most forcibly prove by his disposition 
or actions, in some way or other, that he, who has 
no share in the kingdom of Christ, cannot live out 
of the dominion of the devil. 

It may also be observed, that the Holy Scrip- 
ture always leads the heart of the believer to love 
the PERSON of Christ, as well as his work and office 


* Luke i. 74 
Vor. IV—No. VIII. $I 
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in the economy of redemption. Where.this person- 
al, attachment does not take place, and abide, the 
professor may wery justly question, whether his 
faith be of the right sort, or rather, whether he has 
any faith at all deserving that name. This may 
serve to detect many prevalent errors of the day, 
which lead men, not to Christ firmly and entirely, 
but to their own works and wisdom for the attain- 
ment of salvation. How barren, and how dry, are 
the hearts of such men! How little of gracious 
effect or knowledge results from those, who give 
themselves up to these delusions! Love only can 
animate, elevate, and sweeten duty. Duty without 
love becomes barren, if attempted, and commonly a 
burden. See the lives of men, who act upon the 
plan of recommending themselves to the divine fa- 
vour by what they, can do of themselves ; and they 
wil! generally be found, either deeply tinctured with 
2 gloomy moreseness, sufficient to impress others 
with dismal apprehensions of the nature of religion, 


or with a mixture of pastimes and amusements, in 


the full spirit of the world, with which true religion 
ever was and ever will be found, as incompatible as 
the worship of God and Mammon. 
—«< > 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 
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A Letier of the late Rev. Joan NEWTON, neves 
before printed. 


{Tue Editors publish the following letter of the 
venerable and eminently pious Joun NeEwron, 
with peculiar pleasure. They hope to be furnished - 
with more of his letters, by the friend who has 
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kindly put this in their hands. He was a corres- 


pondent of Mr. Newton, and personally knew 
him. | 
My Dear Sir, 


I think I have already prepared you not to ex- 
pect long apologies, even for too long silence. I 
love you dearly, prize your correspondence, and am 
sorry I cannot write more frequently. Let this 
suffice, It gives me real pleasure, that I can now 
sit down to write to you. I should have been glad 
of the indulgence months ago. . 

I believe the best method of answering your last 
favour, will be to write notes upon the several para- 
graphs as they occur in course, though perhaps in 
this interval, you have forgotten the particulars, 
and may have here and there some difficulty to recol- 
lect the references. I could write a long note indeed 
upon what I first met with-~your very great mis- 
take in considering me as a very great man, If we 
could have a personal interview, I think you would 
presently be undeceived. Your mistake, however, 
has done me good. A whole quire of invective 
from an enemy could hardly have given me so keen 
a sense of shame. The Scripture assures us, that our 
hearts by nature, (like a coin fromthe same mint, ) are 
all alike, and I hear my fellow-Christians complain of 
evils similar to what I feel, and they have the same 
right with myself to be believed. Otherwise, I 
seem to have reason to conclude, there cannot be 
one upon earth, who knows the Lord, so incon- 
sistent, so evil, as myself, 

There is, indeed, a large, (and as I have been 
ready to think with you,) sometimes a needless 
display of erudition in some of Owen's works, 
but it is chiefly when he has the Socinian con 
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troversy in view. The Socinians of his day 
were not such superficial, flimsy writers, as 
their modern disciples, but men versed in all the 
branches of learning, the minutiz of criticism, and 
the subtleties of logic or sophistry. “He undertook 
to ferret them out of all their lurking-places ; he 
was well qualified for it, and succeeded. I believe 
this was the principal reason of his method in his 
Commentary on the Hebrews, and some other of his 
works. But I cannot charge him with pedantry. And 
he seems alw ays to have aimed at the edification 
of plain people, intermixing something savoury and 
experimental, in the midst of his arguments. Al- 
lowance, likewise, must be made for the manner of 
the times in which he lived. In point of arrange- 
ment, and neatness, and avoiding superfluities, our 
age is certainly improved, but I believe we are ra- 
ther losers by what is called our good taste; for 
writers now are mere essayists, and fall, in general, 
far short of the depth, accuracy, and fulness of such 
men as Owen, in searching a subject to the bottom. 

I thought I had given you my opinion of Haly- 
burton on Natural Religion, &c. Ijthink it a master- 
piece ; one of the most able performances I ever met 
with; but I suppose is most read by those who 
stand least in need of it. If there be such a thing 
as an honest inquiring deist, I should judge he could 
hardly avoid receiving conviction from an attentive 
perusal of that book. But I am afraid there are 
very few who wish to be undeceived, and therefore, 
few who will read it attentively. 

What you say of Gurnal, reminds me to put an- 
other book in your way, (I think the author was a 
countryman of yours*,) Gilpin on Temptation. I 
think the perusal of it would throw light upon some 
of your inquiries. I have only room for a few 
brief hints. 


* He was a native of Cumberland, England. 
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They that go down to the sea in ships, and 
do their business in great waters, experience hard- 
ships, and likewise see wonders which people who 
Jive on shore have no idea of. Many of the Lord’s 
people are comparatively landmen, others are mari- 
ners, and are called to conflict, a great part of their 
lives, with storms and raging billows. I believe, 
much of the variety of this kind is constitutional. 
We are at a loss to conceive of the invisible world, 
and the invisible agents belonging to it; but we 
live in the midst of them. But it seems to me, 
that people of very delicate nerves, and those who 
are subject to what we call low spirits, are more ac- 
cessible to this invisible agency than others. I am 
but a landman myself, and know just enough 
of some of Satan’s devices to qualify me to lisp 
about them. And I account it a mercy, that the 
Lord, in compassion to my weakness, has encou- 
raged me to pray, ‘‘ Lead us not into temptation.” 
Satan’s power, I apprehend, is chiefly upon the ima- 
gination. His temptations may be considered un- 
der two heads, the terrible, and the plausible. By 
the former, he fights against our peace ; by the lat- 
ter, he endeavours to ensnare us in our judgment 
or conduct. ‘The former are the most distressing ; 
the latter, not the least dangerous. The former are 
often the lot of humble, tender-conscienced Chris- 
tians; in the latter he has most success, when we 
are careless and self-dependent. By the former, he 
shows his rage and power as a roaring lion; by the 
latter, his subtlety and address as a serpent or angel 
of light. His attacks in the former way are so vehe- 
ment, (as when he fills the mind with dark and hor- 
rible thoughts, blasphemies, and suggestions, at 
which even fallen nature shudders and recoils, 
which is the case with many,) that his interference is 
plainly to be felt, Inthe latter, his motions are so 





wr 
of 20s SE” 


\) 





438 THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


insinuating, and so connatural to the man of sin 
within us, that they can not be easily distinguished 
from the wishings of our own thoughts. I suppose 
that when Ananias attempted to deceive Peter, he was 
little aware that Satan had filled his heart, and 
helped him to the lie. But Satan has a near and 
intimate connexion with the man of sin. The heart, 
while unrenewed, is his work-shop, Ephes. ii. 2. and 
it is the same with believers, so far as they are un- 
renewed. ‘Therefore I believe he is never nearer to 
us, or more busy with us, than at some times when 
we are least apprehensive of him. We have no 
clear ideas of the agency of spirits; nor is it neces- 
sary. The Scripture says little to satisfy our curio- 
sity, but tells us plainly, that he is always watching 
us, and desiring to siftus as wheat. I believe we 
give him no more than his due, when we charge him 
with having a hand in all our sin, I believe he cuts 
out abundance of work for us all. But the other kind 
of temptations in which people are rather passive, 
though they often think thernselves compliant, it is 
not appointed for all believers to feel, at least not 
frequently or ina violent degree. A fine general re- 
presentation of them we have in that part of the 
Pilgrim’s Progress, which describes Christians’ pas- 
sage through the valley of the shadow of death. 
Bunyan had been an exercised mariner in these deep 
waters, and he writes like one. As tempted souls 
go through the most distress, so they usually have 
the most affecting and striking discoveries of the 
wisdom, power, and glory of the Lord, and acquire 
a sympathy for afflicted minds, and a skill in dealing 
with them, which cannot easily be obtained by read- 
ing books. Something of this skill may be acquired 
from a careful observation of others; but expe- 
rience is the best school. ‘This lesson is, however, 
so painful to flesh and blood, that we may be thank- 
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ful if the Lord permits us to pass it over. I have 
had some little experience of these things, but my 
situation in Olney, amongst a poor afflicted people, 
who, from a confined and sedentary employment, 
(lace making,) are mostly affected with low spirits 
and nervous disorders, has made me something of 
a theorist in the business; and I know not but Ll 
could write a volume upon it. But no words can 
adequately express the dreadful tempests some of 
God’s dear children sustain. They pass through 
fire and floods, but He is with them, and therefore 
the floods cannot drown them, nor the flame destroy 
them. I doubt not but the severest part of Job's 
trials were of this kind. See likewise Ps. 1xxxviii. 

But I must write shorter notes, or my letter will 
be long indeed. ‘Trail’s three volumes are among 
the books I highly prize. I am acquainted with 
Durham, but never read Boston. Indeed, most of 
my reading was, before my admission into the minis- 
try. The incumbent calls of my office, and a volu- 
minous correspondence, &c. afford me but little 
time now: and the Scripture, which is always at 
hand, and expresses the substance of volumes in a 
verse or two, renders reading other books less ne- 
cessary : though I would always recommend to 
young men to read a good deal, provided they are 
so happv as to make a good choice. 

} believe there has not been a Gospel sermon 
preached at Weston F[avell, since Mr Hervey’s 
death ; nor can I hear that there is one spiritual 
person in the parish. His other parish of Colling- 
tree is likewise now a dark place, though there may 
be half a dozen people there who know something 
of the Lord. J preached twice a year at Colling- 
tree, for about ten years, but I am now quite shut 
out. Mr. Hervey’s usefulness was chiefly in his 
writings. A few people in the neighbourkcod pro- 
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fited by him, who, since his death, have mostly 
joined the dissenters ; but he never knew that one 
soul was awakened in the parish where he lived, 
though he was in every respect one of the greatest 
preachers of the age: as plain in his pulpit service, 
as he is elegant in ‘his writings. The Lord showed 
in him, that the work is all his own, and that the best 
instrument can do no more than he appoints. His 
own mother and sister lived-with him. His temper 
was heavenly, his conversation always spiritual and 
instructive ; yet he could make no impression upon 
them, living or dying. 

I proceeded some way in the book I told you I 
was writing, but laid it aside in the middle, and 
have not resumed the design. I found, in writing 
against controversy, I insensibly caught the spirit 
of it; though I was not angry, I was growing mi- 
nute and dry. Ifthe Lord please, I will begin again 
de novo sometime, but I mean to limit mvself to 
about the size of a six-penny pamphlet. I hardly 
expect to see prejudice give way every where, and 
Christians of all parties, “all loving each other fer- 
vently ; but I hope there are a few individuals of 
every party, who will enter into the views of their 
Lord, and cheerfully express their love to all who 
love him in sincerity. 

I did not suppose that the Seceders, or any other 
spiritual people, confined the Church of Christ 
within their own pale; by express or positive decla- 
ration ; but tll I was acquainted with you, I thought 
the Seceders made a point of having as little com- 
munication as possible in spirituals, beyond their 
pale. If you area proper specimen of the body 
you belong to, I have reason to be ashamed of think- 
ing so harshly of them. But as I ought not to have 
judged of the whole, by the very few who have oc- 
casionally fallen in my way formerly, so, perhaps, I 
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should be in the other extreme, if I should suppose 
the majority of them are like you. Indeed, I be- 
lieve all denominations, as such, abound with bigot- 
ry in favour of their own side; and that the minis- 
ters and private Christians in each, are more or less 
freed from it, in proportion ‘as they are favoured 
with more of the unction of the Holy Spirit, and as 
they have more opportunities of observing his work 
carried on amongst other parties: and perhaps the 
most catholic-minded Christian upon earth, has 
more bigotry in bim than he is aware of. To es- 
teem all modes and forms of worship, as equally 
agreeable to the Scriptures, or conducive to edifica- 
tion; or all difference of sentiment amongst those 
who hold the Head to be of no real importance, is 
quite a different thing. We have a right to judge 
and act for ourselves, and to follow the light we 
have received, and are only blameable when we cen- 
sure or dislike others, only because they do not ex- 
actly see with our eyes, in matters which are not 
essential. But [ need not enlarge upon this point, 
nor could I express my own sentiments more satis- 
factorily than by transcribing what you have written 
upon it. 

I am indeed comparatively happy at Olney, in 
my ministry. Our lot is cast at a distance from the 
various winds of doctrine, which in many places 
occasion so much trouble and so many disputes ; 
so that I have only to declare the truth, unmixed 
with controversy about it. I could only wish for 
an out-pouring of the Holy Spirit, to reveal the 
truths of the Gospel to many, who, though they are 
well content to hear them, and would hardly bear 
to hear any thing contrary to them, are yet strangers 
to their power and influence. Alas! alarge majo- 
rity of our congregation are, I fear, sermon-proof. 
Vou. IV.i—No. Viil. 8K 
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They come to the house of God, and return, like a 
door upon its hinges. Yet, through mercy, we have 
little or nothing of the Antinomian spirit amongst 
us. Very few, whom I do not think believers, are 
so far blinded as to think themselves so, or have a 
desire to pass for such. They know they are not ; 
and, if asked the question, will acknowledge, that 
if they die as they are, they must be lost. But, 
alas! they do not lay it to.heart. 

As it is now pretty generally known, that the Lord 
was pleased, in his best time, to answer my desire, 
and give me an entrance into the ministry, another 
letter added to the Narrative, could hardly be said 
to give information upon that point: and the cir- 
cumstances which led to my admission, were too 
personal and uninteresting to deserve the attention 
of the public. Therefore, though I am sorry to be 
backward to any thing you propose, I think any ad- 
dition to the Narrative unnecessary, and that I have 
written enough already upon the subject of my in- 
significant self. 

I thank you for your friend, Mr. ’s, verses, 
I am pleased with his mention of me, so far as it 
gives me hope that he remembers me in his prayers. 
Vor the rest, as I hinted to you, a journey to Olney 
would soon convince him how much he overrates 
the poor curate there. If you look over the third 
and sixth letters of the Narrative, you will judge 
how I ought to be affected by the handsome things 
which you and your friend are pleased to say of me. 
I trust I have tasted that the Lord is gracious, and 
that it is the desire and joy of my soul, to proclaim 
the power of that divine attraction, which could 
draw so vile a wretch to himself ; of the mercy 
whieh could pardon such a sinner, and extricate him 
from such a state of wickedness and misery. O! 
if my heart were not still vile beyond expression, the 
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éommendation of the whole universe, could have no 
other effect than to cover me with blushes and con- 
fusion. Ah! dear Sir, what would you’ have 
thought of me had you seen me when I livéd at the 
Plantanes? The sight of me would have been of- 
fensive to your eyes, and my speech would have 
struck you with horror. Miserable and despicable 
in every view; pinched with want, and the common 
mark of scorn and insult, my whole wretched 
amusement and pleasure, seemed to lie in blasphem- 
ing the name and person of Jesus, and in feeding 
my imagination with schemes of wickedness, which 
I had not opportunity to perpetrate: and now it 
seems, I am to be compared with my namesake, Sir 
Isaac*. The Lord has since given me a name and 
a place among his children, favoured me with the 
friendship and love of many of his most honoured 
and excellent people upon earth; and I have rea- 
son to thank him, likewise, that he has given me an 

habitual recollection of these past dreadful scenes ; 
so that there is seldom a day of my life in which my 
thoughts are not led back to my former state of es- 
trangement from him, and that pre-eminence of 
wretchedness into which my sins plunged me. I 
hope he has often sanctified this review, to abate in 
some measure the force of the temptations I have 
been since exposed to, to think myself something. 
If he gives me a liberty i in preaching, or enables me 
to write a letter to please a fellow-worm, should it 
not suffice to keep me from being elated? to re- 
member that I am the same person, who once de- 
lighted to treat him as an impostor; to rank him 
with, or, upon the comparison, below J/ohammed ? 
or to think that some of my unhappy companions, 
(as I have reason to fear,) perished in their sins, 
who had just cause to charge the ruin of their souls 
to my account? For Satan himself, had he been 
* Sir Isaac Newton, 
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upon earth in a bodily shape, could hardly have 
been more industrious in tempting to infidelity and 
profligacy, than I was. 

You have kindly sketched me out abundance of 
employment. “pee not now complain for want 
of subjects, if I had but ability and leisure to fill 
up your plans. But if you were here a few days, a 
better knowledge of me and of my situation, would 
convince you, how unable | am to answer your de- 
sires. Judge by this one instance: I have longed 
to thank you for your last letter from the day I re- 
ceived it, and yet almost five months have elapsed 
before I could set about it. Do not imagine by 
this, that my time is incessantly taken up with bu- 
siness of real importance. I hope ] am not quite idle. 
But, alas! as I grow in years, an indolence grows 
upon me; I cannot do as I would, nor even as [ 
once could, 

The letters I have thoughts of publishing, will 
be real correspondence ; letters of friendship; re- 
turned to me by friends for that purpose: some of 
them written more than twenty years ago. I be- 
lieve there will be two volumes of them. I suppose 
they will contain the substance of the little the 
Lord has taught me upon a variety of subjects, but 
very few points in detail; as not one of them was 
penned with the most distant view to publication. 

I have likewise upwards of three hundred hymns*, 
which I purpose to prepare for the press, in the 
course of the winter, if the Lord spares me so long, 
and favours me with health. If I live to see these 
two designs completed, I believe I shall try to re- 
trench my pen, and apply myself more closely to the 
word of God and prayer. For I have more reason 
than Mr. Hervey, to be ashamed, that I have writ- 


* These hymns have been since published under the title of Olney 
Hymns ; and the letters above mentioned, under thetitle of Cardiphonia. 
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ten so much, and read so little; and have read so 
much of other books, and so little of the Scriptures. 

I could hardly believe my eyes when I read your 
age. Twenty-four years and a half! O, you are 
highly favoured! I was almost as old before I 
quitted the chair of the scorner. May the Lord 
preserve your life and health, and bless your studies. 
I hope he has much for you to do. It is an honour 
and a favour that he has so soon admitted you into 
his interior school—I mean the school of the cross. 
My short-sighted regard would wish your trials to 
be very few, and very light. I can venture, however, 
to premise, that you shall not have one too many or 
too heavy. He will do you good, and enable you 
to do others good, by them You will find your 
strength according to your day, and all shall contri- 
bute to enlarge your experience of his wisdom, 
power, and goodness. You are his, and not your 
own ; therefore, he has a right to put vou in any 
situation which he sees most conducive to manifest 
his glory and to do him service: and he is rich 
enough to make you abundant amends for all you 
can suffer for his sake. Be of good courage and he 
shall strengthen your heart. 

* 7 * * ¥ 

Have you read Ganganelli’s letters? They are, 
in my judgment, admirable. Doubly so, consider- 
ing from what quarter they came. But I must 
break off. I seldom write such long letters as I do 
to you. Mrs. N sends her hearty love and 
best wishes to you. She hopes you will see her sister. 


I am, 





Dear Sir, 
Y our affectionate friend and servant, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
Olney, Bucks, 10th July, ’78. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


The London Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 


THE report of the Society for promoting Christian know- 
ledge, for the year 1810, has recently been published. From 
this it appears that the new edition of the Welsh Scriptures, 
with the Common Prayer and singing Psalms, amounting to 
20,000 copies, which the society resolved in March, 1805, 
to print for circulation in Wales, is now in a course of distri- 
bution. The whole charge of this edition, with the binding in 
calf, is defrayed by the Society, and copies are furnished to 
any. of the inhabitants of Wales, through the medium of the 
Bishops, or any other members of the Society, at six shillings 
each, which is considerably less than half the prime cost. 
This intelligence was communicated to the principality in a 
circular letter addressed by Dr. Gaskin to the members ofthe 
Socicty residing within it. The communication,” it is ad- 
ded, “ has been received with great satisfaction, and numerous 
applications are made and continues to be made for copies.” 
** The society cannot but feel grateful to Almighty God, that 
they are thus enabled to dispense the sacred records of His 
holy word, and the pure apostolical Liturgy of the Church of 
England, amongst a people so anxious to receive them ; and 
they continue fervently to supplicate the great Head of the 
ehurch, that these their efforts may be productive of lasting 
good, to the glory of his name, the enlargement of his fold, 
and the eternal salvation of souls.” To this pious prayer we 
add our cordial amen! 

Five thousand copies of the Common Prayer in the Manks 
language have also been recently printed and distributed in 
the Isle of Man, at a little more than one third of the prime 
cost. 

The number of subscribing members to this institution 1s 
now 8,569, of whom about 475 have been added since the be 
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ginning of 1809. The number ofschools under their direc- 
tion is 116, containing about 5,000 scholars. The number 
of Bibles sent to the members during the preceding year is 
8,760 ; of New Testaments and Psalters, 12,540; of Common 
Prayers, 19,060; of other bound books, 19,440; of tracts, 
120,236. Besides which, 773 Bibles, 2,629 New Testaments 
and Psalters, 76 Common Prayers, 424 other bound books, 
and 6,114 tracts, have been sent gratuitously to the East-In- 
dies, to the Royal Navy, and in various other channels. We 
observe a very proper note at the end of the Society’s list of 
books. It apprises members that the packets of books which 
they receive on the terms,of the Society, ought to be paid for 
within three months after they have been received ; and thatno 
books on the Society terms will in future be granted to any 
member who is in arrears for two years’ subscription, or the 
amount of five pounds for books. 

In this Report are inserted resolutions on the subject 
of auxiliary societies, to be formed in the different dioceses 
throughout the kingdom*. 

The expenditure of the Society, from the 13th April, 1809, 
to March 29, i810, amounts to about 16,000/ Of this sum, 
about 12,400/. have been paid for books, &c. including the 
Welsh Scriptures, the Manks Common Prayer, and some 
prayer books for the Danish prisoners in Great Britain. The 
expense of the East-India mission is 1,208/. and of the Scilly 
mission, 387/. Upwards of 700/. more are expended in dif- 
ferent charitable purposes ; and the remainder in salaries to 
officers, and various contingent expenses. The receipts are 
to a similar amount, and consist of benefactions and legacies, 
1,177/.—subscriptions from members, 3,033/.—receipts for 
books, &c. 6,230/. (besides 5,000/. of arrears still due )—divi- 
dends of various funds, of which 646/. are specifically for the 
East-India missions, about 5,100/. The remainder consists 
of a remission of the Income tax, 308/. and the produce of an 
estate, 168/. The account of the society’s funds is followed 
by a statement, which has also been separately circulated, 
with a view to repel a prevalent opinion that the income of 
the Society exceeds its annual expenditure, and is in an accu- 
mulating state, and to prevent the donations which would 
otherwise be made to them from being diverted into other 
channels. So far is this opinion from being correct, that in 
the year ending April, 1809, it was necessary to sell 1,765/. 
three per cent. stock to meet the excess of their expenditure 
over their income ; and at the last audit a sum of 3,920/. re- 


* These Resolutions are omitted 
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mained due to the bookseller and printer, which was over an@ 
above the amount of their receipts for the year. The Board, 
however, trust, “that that gracious Providence, which for 
more than a century past has enabled them to carry on their 
designs for promoting Christian knowledge, and edifying the 
body of Christ, will still furnish the means by which these ob- 
jects may be pursued with increased activity and vigour.” 
We very sincerely hope that this may be the case, and that 
the Society for promoting Christian knowledge, laying aside 
all prejudice and partial affection, will devote itself with ener- 
gy and simplicity to the one great object of its institution— 
the universal dissemination of the pure, unadultered Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

We now come to the account of the Society’s Protestant 
Mission in the East-Indies, for the year 1809. 

The Rev. Mr. Pzzold having written that the spirit of re- 
fractoriness and disorder which had appeared in the Malabar 
congregation at Vepery, had been in part subdued by means of 
the Secretary’s letter in the name of the Society, but that a 
few still continued refractory ; the Seciety intimated to Mr. 
Pzzold, in reply, that the aucient rules of the mission ought 
to be observed as strictly as possible, and that the government 
of the country, they trusted, would protect their missionaries 
from disturbance. ‘This the government had shown itself 
willing todo. From a subsequent account it appears that 
things were more quiet. 

Mr. Pzzold, in January, 1809, visited the Christians at Pul- 
licat, to whom he preached several times. He administered 
the Lord’s Supper to thirty-nine Portuguese and twenty-three 
Malabar Christians, and baptized twenty-three children. He 
also visited and consoled the aged and infirm. In February 
he went to St. Thomas’. Mount, and on his arrival found all 
the good people assembled to hear the Gospel preached to 
them in theirown language. ‘lwo Roman Catholics were re- 
ceived into the congregation, and seven heathens were public- 
ly examined and baptized, who had been under instruction 
forsome time. Before he departed, the people gave him the 
contents of their alms-box, about nine pagodas, for their poor 
fellow whristians at Pullicat; and though poor themselves, 
they promised, should God bless their undertakings, to con- 
tinue their weekly collections for the same purpose. Mr. 
Pzzold has sent extracts from his diary, from which it ap- 
pears, that the religious duties of the mission had been regu- 
larly performed by himself, in conjunction with the catechists 
and schoolmasters. The number of communicants in the na- 
tive congregations on Kaster-day, was nearly 200, who were 
all quiet and peaceable Christians. 
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The Rev Mr. Holzberg writes from Cuddalore, that his 
labours in the mission have been uninterrupted. In both the 
English and Malabar congregations many have heard the 
word profitably. His school, consisting of twenty children, 
was under the care of a very able and worthy schoolmaster, 
called Pitshey-Mutton, who had been recommended by Mr. 
Kolhoff, of Tanjore. In 1806 he had baptized nineteen chil- 
dren and six adults : the communicants were eighty-two In 
1807 he had baptized four children and three adults : the com- 
municants were ninety-eight. In 1808 he had baptized four- 
teen children and nine converts: the communicants were 
102. He had dispersed books and tracts in great numbers. 

The Rev. Mr. Pohle writes from Trichinapoly, express- 
ing his great satisfaction in the appointment of Mr. Horst 
one of the Society’s missionaries. tie observes, that in con- 
sequence of the age and infirmities of the country priest, Sat- 
tianaden, and of the state of the southern congregation, ideas 
were entertained of ordaining according to the rites of the 
Lutheran church, two or three of the fittest catechists, that 
they may administer to the Tanjore and southern congrega- 
tions, 

The Rev. Messrs Kolhoff and Horst, the missionaries at 
Tanjore, speak of a Brahmin of whose conversion to Chris- 
tianity they had good hopes. This Brahmin was willing to be 
employed in any situation in the mission; but the income of 
the Tanjore mission being already inadequate to their most 
necessary disbursements, the missionaries were under the 
painful necessity of directing him to look out for assistance 
from the missions on the coast. A great part of the revenues 
of the country, were formerly allotted by the Hindoo kings, 
to the support of heathen temples and Brahmins ; and this ap- 
propriation is continued by the British government. Whena 
Brahmin, therefore, resolves to embrace Christianity, he not 
only draws on himself the indignation of his order, and of all 
other Hindoos, but forfeits all the privileges and emoluments 
he formerly enjoyed. Of course he has none to look up to 
for assistance in obtaining a livelihood, but to Christians. 

The native fellow-labourers had continued to assist Messrs. 
Kolhoff and Horst in preaching the word of God to Christians 
and heathens, and had visited the country congregations in a 
variety of places, exhorting them to live as became Chris- 
tians. Sattianaden had been employed in dispensing the Sa- 
craments in various places. They complain much of the 
want of more Malabar Bibles and Testaments in all the con- 
gregations ; and they state that great pains had been taken to 
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inure the children under their care to habits of ‘profitable in- 
dustry. They mention the zeal shown by several members of 
the congregation at Buddaloor to act according to their 
Christian engagements. The Christians, it appears, have been 
often prevented, by the heathen civil servants of the Compa- 
ny, from attending public worship on Sundays, being called 
to work on that day. A strict order had been given, by a late 
excellent collector, that no Christian should be obliged te 
work on Sundays ; but this order, it seems, is not enforced. 

Buddaloor was the very place where the late Mr. Swartz 
was robbed of his gold stock-buckle. At that time there 
was not a single Christian there, but now there is a great 
humber, as may be seen by the account of this mission for 
1794, 

The increase of the Tanjore congregation is stated to be 
35, viz. 2 Hindoos of high cast, 4 persons of the Kalla cast, 
5 of the Palla cast, 15 Pariars, and 9 Papists. [he communi- 
cants were 253. 

The Danish Missionaries at Tranquebar had been put to 
ereat inconvenience by the interruption of their usual sup- 
plies from Copenhagen, and had applied to the government 
of Madras for protection and support, their pecuniary diffi- 
culties having obliged them to lessen the number of their 
children, and to postpone many urgent objects. Their con- 
gregation, however, in the midst of these disadvantages, had 
enjoyed the means of grace, and had had an increase of sixty- 
four children born of Christian parents, and fourteen aduits, 
who had quitted heathenism, and accepted the saving Gospel 
of Christ ; among these was a Mahrattian Brahmin, who spoke 
the Telinga language, and who had become not only a theo- 
retical, but a real and practical Christian, in which character 
he continued to persevere. Their communicants were 1048. 
Mr. John, the missionary, had lost his sight so as to be un- 
able to read and write ; as had the assistant, Mr. Schreyfoge!. 
In this state of affliction, the faithful senior catechist Saroira- 
gen, and the other chatechists in the Tranquebar district, had 
afforded them much comfort and assistance. ‘he govern- 
ment of Madras had advanced, for the use of the mission, 200 
pagodas a month, which was, however, much a its ne- 
cessities required. 


From the letters of Messrs. Kolhoff and Horst is given # 


long extract, in which these gentlemen comment with much 
feeling on certain passages in the fifteenth number of the 
transactions of the London Missionary Society, which they 
understand to reflect on their conduct, and that of their prede- 
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cessors in the mission, more particularly as having made an 
unwarrantable compromise of principle, in the indulgence 
shown to their converts on the subject of Cast. Messrs. 
Cran and Desgranges, in their Journal of the 5th of March, 
1805, soon after they had arrived in India, observe, “ Our two 
lads,”’ (Christian lads;we presume,) “are sick, but they will 
eat nothing which our cook dresses as he is of the Pariar cast. 
Ts it not the duty of Missionaries to adopt some plan for abol- 
ishing the cast among their converts! If we were to tolerate 
it, we should soon have wonderful accounts to transmit to our 
friends in Europe of our success: but the scriptures must 
be our guide.” The defence of Messrs. Kolhoff and Horst, 
to the charge which they conceive to be insinuated in this pas- 
sage, is as follows : 

“ From the commencement of the mission on this coast, it 
has been the uniform practice of all the Missionaries to in- 
struct the converts from heathenism in the truths of Christi- 
anity, to insist upon their leading an holy life, and showing 
that they are Christians, by loving God above all things, by 
considering ail men of whatever denomination, religion, or 
cast, as their neighbours ; to entertain a hearty good will to- 
wards them, and to do them all the good in their power; but, 
never did they insist on any person who wished to embrace 
Christianity, to renounce his cast. 

“ To desire aman to renounce his cast, signifies to require, 
(for example,) a man of the high Seyva or Wellaler cast, who 
is accustomed from his infancy to live only upon vegetables, 
to eat meat, to enter into a close connexion, or to level him- 
self with the lower classes, and to intermarry with one 
another, (e. g.) with the Pariars, a cast, who, from time 
immemorial, have made themselves disgustful to all other 
classes of the natives, by their inattention to, and disre- 
gard of cleanliness, and particularly by feeding upon carrion. 
And although our Protestant Pariars are not allowed to use 
such detestable food ; yet as their heathen and Romish rela- 
tions are not debarred the use of it in like manner, the aver- 
sion of well-bred persons to enter into the closest connexions 
with a class of people, (at least until every vestige of such 
filthy propensities shall have been effaced,) is founded upon rea- 
son and decency ; and we do not feel ourselves warranted to 
require of the higher ranks such an unscriptural surrender of 
their birthright, to which no nobleman or gentleman in our 
own country, would ever submit. 

*¢ As we presume that the equity of such a demand cannot 
be proved by any precept in the sacred oracles, nor from the 
practice of the apostles and primitive Christians, and as be- 
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sides, such a demand might be preductive of fatal consequen- 
ces, we have taken care to follow the same mode of acting as 
our predecessors have done, with regard to this Brahmin. 
We were, however, much pleased in learning that he had 
made no objections against vegetable food, prepared at his 
request by a Wellaler, who, though ofa high cast, are inferior 
to that of the Brahmins.” 

Messrs. Kolhoff and Horst likewise advert to two other 
passages in the same number of the Missionary Transactions, 
which they consider as levelled both at them and at the chap- 
lains of the East-India Company. “ We have reason to be- 
lieve,” say Messrs. Cran and Desgranges, “that there are 
many friends in this place, who will gladly assist and protect 
missionaries who are truly devoted to the work.” “ May God 
incline the heart of one of our directors,” they say in another 
place, “ or of some experienced minister,” (we copy their 
Italics,) “ to come and preach in English, and erect the Gos- 
pel standard here.” 

Now we think that the first and the last of these remarks, 
(we see nothing objectionable in the second,) are very silly, 
and, perhaps, a little “ conceited ;” but they might have pas- 
sed in a private communication. We think it much more 
mexcusable in the Directors of the Missionary Society to have 
pubi:, sed them to the world. At the same time we think that 
no one who reads them will think that they deserved a grave 
and serious refutation from Messrs. Kolhoff and Horst, or 
that it was consistent with the accustomed reserve and dignity 
of the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, to make 
themselves a party in the dispute. 


DOMESTIC. 


i — 


The plan ofya Theological Seminary adopted by’ the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, in their sessions of May last, A. D. 
1811; together with the measures taken by them to car- 
ry the plan into effect. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE report of the Committee, appointed by the last As- 
sembly, to draw up a Plan for a Theological Seminary, was 
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read ; and, after being corrected and amended, was adopted, 
except the 7th and 9th articles, which were referred to the 
consideration of the next Assembly. It is as follows, viz. 
Inasmuch as the obtaining of salvation through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to the glory of the eternal God, is the chief 
object which claims the attention of man; and considering, 
that in the attainment of this object the dispensation of the 


‘Gospel is principally instrumental ; it is manifestly of the 


highest importance, that the best means be used to ensure 
the faithful preaching of the Gospel, and the pure adminis- 
tration of all its ordinances. With this view, therefore, in- 
stitutions for the education of youth intended for the holy 
ministry, have been established in all Christian countries, 
and have been found, by long experience, most eminently 
conducive to the prosperity of the Church. Hence the 
founders of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America, did, from its very origin, exert themselves with 
peculiar zeal to establish and endow colleges, academies, and 
schools, for the education of youth for the Gospel ministry. 
So rapid, howeyer, has been the extension of this Church, 
and so disproportionate, of late, has been the number of mi- 
nisters educated, to the call which has been made for minis- 
terial service, that some additional and vigorous efforts to in- 
crease the supply are loudly and affectingly demanded. Cir- 
cumstances also do imperiously dictate, not only that the la- 
bourers in the vineyard of the Lord should be multiplied, 
but that they should be more thoroughly furnished than they 
have ordinarily been for the arduous work to which they 
must be called. Influenced by the views and considerations 
now recited, the General Assembly, after mature delibera- 
tion, have resolved, in reliance on the patronage and blessing 
of the Great Head of the Church, to establish a new Institu- 
tion, consecrated solely to the education of men for the Gos- 
pel ministry, and to be denominated, The Theological Semi- 
nary of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America. And to the intent that the true design of the 
founders of this institution may be known to the public, both 
now and in time to come, and especially that this design may 
at all times be distinctly viewed, and sacredly regarded, both 
by the teachers and the pupils of the Seminary, it is judged 
proper to make a summary and explicit statement of it. 

It is to form men for the Gospel ministry, who shall truly 
believe, and cordially love, and therefore endeavour to pro- 
pagate and defend, in its genuineness, simplicity, and ful- 
ness, that system of religious belief and practice which is 
set forth in the Confession of Faith, Catechisms, and Plan of 
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Government and Discipline of the Presbyterian Church; 
and thus to perpetuate and extend the influence of true evan- 
gelical piety, and Gospel order. 

It is to provide for the Church an adequate supply and 
succession of able and faithful ministers of the New Testa- 
ment; workmen that need not to be ashamed, being qualified 
rightly to divide the word of truth. ) 

It is to unite, in those who shall sustain the ministerial of- 
fice, religion and literature ; that piety of the heart which is 
the fruit only of the renewing and sanctifying grace of God, 
with solid learning: believing that religion without learn- 
ing, or learning without religion, in the ministers of the 
Gospel, must ultimately prove injurious to the Church. 

It is to afford more advantages than have hitherto been 
usually possessed by the ministers of religion in our country, 
to cultivate both piety and literature in their preparatory 
course ; piety, by placing it in circumstances favourable te 
its growth, and by cherishing and regulating its ardour ; 
literature, by affording favourable opportunities for its at- 
tainment, and by making its possession indispensable. 

It is to provide fo# the Church, men who shall be able to 
defend her faith against infidels, and her doctrines against 
heretics. 

It is tofurnish our congregations with enlightened, hum- 
ble, zealous, laborious pastors, who shall truly watch for the 
good of souls, and consider it as their highest honour and 
happiness to win them to the Saviour, and to build up their 
several charges in holiness and peace. 

It is to promote harmony and unity of sentiment among 
the ministers of our Church, by educating a large body of 
them under the same teachers, and in the same course of 
study. 

It is to lay the foundation of early and lasting friendships, 
productive of confidence and mutual assistance in after life 
among the ministers of religion; which experience shows 
to be conducive not only to personal happiness, but to the 
perfecting of inquiries, researches, and publications advanta- 
geous to religion. 

It is to preserve the unity of our Church, by educating 
her ministers in an enlightened attachment, not only to the 
same doctrines, but to the same plan of government. 

It is to bring to the service of the Church, genius and ta- 
lent, when united with piety, however poor er obscure may 
be their possessor, by furnishing, as far as possible, the means 
of education and support, without expense to the student. 

It is to found a nursery for missionaries to the heathen, and 
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to such as are destitute of the stated preaching of the Gos- 
pel; in which youth may receive that appropriate training 





A which may lay a foundation for their ultimately becoming 
a eminently qualified for missionary work. 

sae It is, finally, to endeavour to raise up a succession of men, 
bit at once qualifie d for and thoroughly devoted to the work of 
; 4 the Gospel ministry; who, with various endowments, suit- 
eo ing them to different stations in the Church of Christ, may 
ai all possess a portion of the spirit of the primitive propaga- 
Be tors of the Gospel; prepared to make every sacrifice, to en- 
es dure every hardship, and to render every service which the 
h promotion of pure and undefiled religion may require. 

bd 


ARTICLE I. 


Of the General Assembly. 


Section 1. As this Institution derives its origin from the 

General Assembly, so that body is to be considered at all 
times as its patron, and the fountain of its powers. The 
e Assembly shall, accordingly, ultimately sanction all its laws, 
b. direct its instructions, and appoint its principal officers. 
: Sect. 2. The General Assembly shall choose a Board of 
Directors, consisting of fourteen ministers, and six ruling 
Pel elders, by whom the Seminary shall be inspected and con- 
pe ducted. This board of directors shall be chosen triennially, 
Ss except that the General Assembly may, annually, when ne- 
cessary, fill up the vacancies occasioned in the board by 
death, resignation, or incapacity to serve. 

Sect. 3. All professors of the Seminary shall be appoint- 
; ed by the Assembly. But in cases of necessity, the board of 
a directors may employ a suitable person to perform the du- 
se ties of a professor, till a meeting of the Assembly shall take 
Be place. 
es Sect. 4. The General Assembly shall, at all times, have 
, the power of adding to the Constitutional Articles of the Se- 
minary, and of abrogating, altering, or amending them ; but, 
in the exercise of this power, the contemplated additions, 
abrogations, alterations, or amendments, shall, in every case, 
be proposed at one Assembly, and not adopted till the Assem- 
bly of the subsequent year, except by an unanimous vote. 


ART. II. 
Of the Board of Directors. 











"e Section 1. The board of directors shall meet statedly, 
twice in each year; once in the spring, and once in the fall, 
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and oftener on their own adjournments, if they shall judge it 

expedient. A majority of the board shall be a quorum ; 
provided always, that of this majority, six, at least, be minis- 
ters of the Gospel. 

Sect. 2. The board shall choose, out of their own number, 
a president and secretary. Inthe absence of the president, 
the senior member present shall preside. 

Sect. 3. The president of the board, or in the event of 
his death, absence, or inability to act, the senior member for 
the time being, shall, at the request of any three members 
expressed to him in writing, call a special meeting of the 
board of directors by a circular letter addressed to each; in 
which letter, notice shall be given, not only of the place and 
time of meeting, but of the business intended to be transact- 
edat the meeting notified; and this letter shall be sent at 
least twenty days before the time of said meeting. 

Sect. 4. The secretary of the board shall keep accurate 
records of all the proceedings of the directors ; and it shall 
be his duty to lay these records, or a faithful transcript of 
the same, before the General Assembly, annually, for the un- 
restrained inspection of all the members. 

Sect. 5. Every meeting of the board of directors shall be 
opened and closed with prayer. 

Sect. 6. The board of directors may make rules and re- 
gulations for the performance of the duties assigned them, 
or for the preservation of order, not inconsistent with tae 
prescriptions of this plan, or the orders of the General As- 
sembly. 

Sect. 7. At the commencement of each stated spring 
meeting, the whole plan of the Seminary shall be distinctly 
read before the board of directors. 

Sect. 8. The board shall direct the professors of the Se- 
minary, in regard to the subjects and topics on which they 
are severally to give instructions to the pupils, so far as the 
same shall not be prescribed by this plan, or by the orders of 
the General Assembly. 

Sect. 9. It shall be the duty of the board of directors to 
inaugurate the professors of the Seminary, and to direct 
what forms shall be used, and what services performed, on 
such occasions. 


(To be continued.) 






















